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Ashland Creek Watershed is located in Southwest Oregon and encompasses 14,425 acres of heavily forested

and steeply sloped terrain. 12,406 of these acres drain into the 850 acre-foot Reeder Reservoir, the primary
water supply of Ashland, Oregon. Precipitation levels range from 20-40 inches within the watershed. Since

1861, floods in the Rogue basin have occurred with an average frequency of 8.8 years, and since 1948,
localized storms in the watershed, causing extensive damage, have occurred with an average frequency of

three years. (Wilson and Hicks, 1975).
Jackson County, Oregon The slopes are steep; the vegetation makes the soil heavy, and the sometimes sudden precipitation on the
Pacific Ocean slopes create the perfect conditions for landslides to occur in the vicinity of Ashland's main water supply.

In 1974 and 1997, dozens of landslide events were triggered by large amounts of precipitation on already
saturated soils. After these mass wasting events occurred, United States Forest Service geological engineers
Sandra A. Wilson, B.G.Hicks and Dan Sitton, documented the conditions of the landslides (Wilson and Hicks,

1975) (Hicks and Sitton, 1998). Logging and fire roads were constructed after 1952 and have increased the
landslide hazards in certain areas of the watershed. Due to long term fire suppression in the watershed, many
natural processes have been inadvertently altered. A lack of consistent low intensity wildfire has created an
unnaturally dense forest that is highly susceptible to future fires. This buildup of vegetation mass can increase
the sheer stress on the hill slope, which can increase landslide risks. Conversely, if the vegetation were
completely destroyed in a wildfire, the lack of organic matter and root support would also increase the risk of a
landslide. The Ashland Forest Resiliency project has been created to safely address the concern of fuel-
buildup within the watershed.
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Pictures reflect the Saddle Slide and Firebreak Road #2 in the RNA. Photos taken by Shane Stiles.
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